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“ our promisé in the sixth number of the last 
volume, we recur)to a. defenec of. thismuch injured apd gross- 
lyi swoman.. ; In spite of all threats and machinations 
tathe:contrary, the,,Queea. bas arrived, in London, and in 
such an. open and determined manner, as must go a great way 
tosiflence the breath of slander. ‘It appears that as soon as the 
route of the Queen for England was known, Mr. Brougham 
and:'Lord. Hutchinsen set Pe to meet her before she: reached 
the’ oma at shore.. They met at St. Omer’s in Franée, on 

to; Calais, and after an interview, Lord Hutchinson, 

who itappears was commissioned by. the King and his minis- 
temsy40 endeavour to arrest her intention of visiting : England, 
made the folle communication to Mr. Brougham, as her 
> Officer: +‘ That her Majesty should renounce the title 
and rank of -Queen.of England and all connection rth the 
British: Royal Family, that she should o we he pretence what- 
ever set foot.on. the English shore, and on her comply- 
ingiwith: this. request. she should receive an income of 
£40,000 per.ann., but. in case of a refusal and immediate- 
4y on hey. landing an Eng land, a pomaneiiey tmpeach- 
ment would be moved ag ss her.’ The Queen, like a vir- 
tuous and true heroine, peli this base offer with a becoming 


indignation by ordering her tarriage to be ready 
re ape entered it direct for England, without even con- 
sulting, ‘with Mr. Brougham, her Attorney-General. “We ré- 
joice at this indifference paid to this ‘iter gentleman, for 
whatever be his abilities as alawyer,-much suspicion hangs 
about his character as an honest-man.. We sincerely hope, 
that.the. Queen will a leave her case to the management of 


this individual. He has displayed so much equivocation, sueh 
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an inexcusable anxiety for place-and profit, that, like Giffor 
and Copley, we consider his principles not to be virtue 
against prostitution. He seldom rises to speak in the House 
Without throwing out a hint about forming a coalition wit, 
the present ministers, or expressing a hope that he shall short. 
ly fill one of their places. He was weak enough to say thy 
much to the freeholders of Westmoreland, that he hoped by 
and by to be in office, when he should be able to use the same 
influence with regard to bribery and corruption as his an 
nists, the Lowthers, are now able todo. This was certainly, 
pretty proposition from an alleged independent candidate to 
those he ealls independent freeholders. Mr. Brougham has 
let the cat out of the bag too often, and has shewn a dispos.. 
tion to support all the abuses of the present system, provided 
he be admitted to share the plunder. We consider him tok 
just the man to act with Castlereagh and Canning ; and again 
we say, that we hope the Queen will be on her guard. His 
journey and conduct with»Lord Hutchinson have excited much 
suspicion in the public mind already, and from what passed at 
St. Omer’s it appears that the Queen was not altogether 
blind to it. 

It is almost needless to observe, that the Queen was receival 
in England with every mark of respect that a people, indig- 
nant at the treatment she has received, could bestow upon her. 


“¢ God bless her,” was in the mouth of every one, “ she has: 


noble spirit—she must be innocent:” and if an attempt bad 
been made to arrest her journey by refusing her horses, the 
ple would, in spite of such an attempt, have drawn her to 
Soka. This attachment from the people does not arise from 
any love or adherence to the pageantry of monarchy, it is be 
cause they have seen the Queen, as an unprotected female, 
exposed tg the persecution of a gang of villains. Mr. Alder 
man Wood met her Majesty in Franee, and accompanied he 
to London, where, in default of a palace having been provided 
for her, he has given up his house in South Audley Street 
her Majesty use. His whole conduct in this respect, and the 
fearless manner in which he has made himself the protector of 
this insulted and injured female, has done honour to his heal 
and his heart. We rejoice to think that the Queen has et- 
trusted herself into the hands of a man of such firm integti 
asMr Alderman Wood. There is more honesty in his littl 
finger than in the whole body of Mr. Brougham. 
The slanderous charge which is now about to be exhibited 


against her Majesty is, that she has made a Count Berge! 
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one of her attendants, her paramour. All England knows that 
similar attempts to impeach her imocence and ruin her persén 
have been made before, and that after having been sifted to 
the’bottom, by her persecutors, with all that perjury could ad- 
inst her, she was honourably acquitted a second time 

We should therefore receive, with more than usual distrust, 
any charge of the kind at present, when she has not a relative 
to open his mouth for her, and see that she has fair play ; 
but'is exposed to the malice of a husband, with kingly autho- 
rity, who has the disposition, if not the power, of an Oriental 
Sultan, who has a ministry rife in wickedness and corrup- 
tion, and a venal parliament at their controul. Therefore, the 
profligncy of the Ministers and Parliament is so notorious, that 
any resolutions to which they may Come with respect to the 
Queen, will not have the slightest tendency to impeach her 
innocence in the bosom of the people of England. The object 
of the King is unquestionably to play oLD HARRY with her, 
but we sincerely trust, that the voice of the nation will be suf- 
ficiently loud to deter him from his wicked_and unmanly pur- 


In our defence of this ill-treated woman, we are inclined to 
go a great way: we would put the case to the extreme, and 
admit, for argument’s sake only, that the Queen has placed 
her affections on some individual since she was brutally expel- 
led'from Carlton House. Where isthe crime? Where is the 
lack of Virtue? Not in the Queen, but in him who has acted 
as a brute towards her. Even in this extreme, her conduct 
would be justifiable by the laws of nature, of honour, of mo- 
tality; of virtue, of religion, and of humanity. We drew an 
outline of this case in the sixth number of the second volume, 
to which we would wish the reader to refer, as we would 
avoid'a repetition of the same article as unnecessary here.— 
We will now take a peep on the other side, and see what the 
conduct of the husband -has been, and see whether it has not 
been such as will justify the conduct of the wife even in the 
extreme, but unfounded case, in which we have placed it. It is 
totorious, that the present King cohabited many years with 
Mrs. Fitzherbert ; it is as notorious that he has cohabited of 

years ‘with the Countess of Hertford, and if common 
fame be’ not a lying strumpet, her relative, Lord Yarmouth, 

rared his-eyes and face for it, on cathing him where the 
latter nobleman ‘felt his honour touched and abashed. . The 
of his'¢ohabition with other persons are innumerable, and 

we Must stop here and confess, that we should not think him 












Te gpa ~ 





526 ; THE REPUBLICAN. 


a iot Wwérée 454 King pr a man for it, was it not for his np. 
fiusit, Seinen and dbominable conduct ‘oun 
fwomiah, Whoth ‘he ‘has drawn within the bonds of matrimony, 
to whom he lias religiously sworn affection and protection, and 
vthoin'he has not’only driven from his bed as a wife in the 
bloom of her youth, but ‘has studiously endeavoured to break 
her spirits and her heart by the most unmanly and brutal cop. 
duct. It is notorious that in those commissions which were 
instituted to examine into the debts of the late Prince of 
Wales, that several debts at brothels were accumulated, ani 
one rather a heayy one at the house of an old bawd in one of 
the streets leading into Piccadilly. It would be the heighth of 
impudence to mention this, or to bring up the vices and fil 
lies of his youth, did ‘we not see that the charge against the 
Queen, to make the worst of it, even if it was true, which 
we have just grounds to disbelieve from former circumstances, 
‘js no more than a slight imadvertance; it is not adultery, 
it ‘is nota crimie; ‘it is not an offence against virtue 
or morality. The Queen has been reluctantly expelled 
from the bosom of her husband above twenty-years: within 
that time he has not shewn her the slightest mark of respet, 
but was told her in a public letter that they were not designel 
“by nature for each other; and that they could never live together 
“&s man and wife. This was a virtual divorce as far as thei 
individual actions were concerned. The King bestowed hi 
affections on other women, and if the Queen had actual 
bestowed her affections on any other man she would havebes 

























“hot a jot less virtuous than any married or single woman i 


the country. We again’ repeat, that if the laws of the socie 
We live in have béen outraged, the sin lieth at the door of te 
husband. The Quéén’ had always the strongest maternal al 
tachment to her daughter, and it was evident that as te 
Princess Charlotte grew'up she saw in whom the fault of t 
separation lay, and consequently directed her filial attachme 
to her mother in preference to her father. She had the pail 
ful occasion of witnessing the insdlent attempt to degrade bt 
mother, but this only served to rivet her affection towa"® 
her. The questién ‘now simply resolves itself into ' 

we have a King and a ‘Queen, the one has as good a title! 
the Crown as the other, but they cannot resolve to unile- 
co of the “yell ne to the nation that we per 
a Queen as as ‘a King, and if justice be fairl ; 
ed it should come to this—‘that the party which vebashe to unl 
with the other in the common right and title, should res? 
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all pretension for unwarrantable obstinacy. This nation has 
always flourished better under a Queen on the throne alone, 
than with a King, and there is not a question but it would be 
so again. I cannot attempt to give any particular reason for 
this but it has happened, and every old woman will concur 
with me, that because it has so happened it may so happen 
again! We left the Queen at South Audley-street, and we 
now proceed to notice the proceedings in Parliament respect- 
ing her. On Tuesday just as the Queen arrived in London, 
the following message was sent to both Houses of Parlia- 
ment : 

“ GrorGE R.—The King thinks it necessary, in consequence of 
the arrival of the Queen, to communicate to the House of Lords 
certain papers seapecliog the conduct of her Majesty, since her de- 
parture from this kingdom, which: he recommends to the immediate 
and serious consideration of the House.—The King has felt the most 
anxious desire to avert the necessity of disclosures and discussions 
which must be as painful to his people, as they can be to himself: but 
the step now tuken by the Queen leaves him no alternative. The 
King has the fullest confidence that, in consequence of this commu- 
nication, the House of Lords will adopt that course of proceeding 
which the justice of the case, and the honour and dignity of 
his Majesty’s Crown may require.” 

A similar message was sent to the Commons, and ‘in both 
Houses a smart discussion arose on the subject. Mr. Brough- 
am gave an outline of the manner in which those papers had 
been obtained. It appeared that some pettifogging barrister 
had hired hinaself to the Ministers, or more likely to the King, 
to go out and live somewhere near the late residence of the 
Queen, and there endeavour to bribe some of her Majesty’s 
servants to perjure themselves and swear falsely that she had 
shared her bed with this Count Bergami, Attempts were also 
made by means of picklock keys, to rifle her escrutoire.— 
Nothing that could have the slightest tendency to deprive her 
of life or her horiour has been neglected by this Barrister Spy 
and a Baron Ompteda, who was the Hanoverian Ambassador 
to the Pope. However, their villainies have been all detected, 
and it is much to be desired that a full investigation of the 
whole business should take place, that we might know the real 
character of those, who so profusely squander the public 
money for such base, treacherous, and murderous purposes. 


- It is all nonsense, now-a-days, to tell us that a King can do 
_ RO wrong, we know better, and he should be as amenable to 


public opinion for all his private conduct as any other indiyi- 
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dual. The House of Lords immediately consented to a secret 
committee to examine the papers, but it appears from what 
fell from Mr. Brougham in the other House, that Lord Cas- 
tlereagh himself became very willing to delay the matter and 
try to settle it privesey: Even his spaniels, or rather ho 

as Mr. Brougham calls them, began to hesitate and to trem. 
ble for themselves and their employers. The following is the 
message sent by the Queen to the House of Commons imme- 
diately on her arrival. 


“ The Queen thinks it necessary to inform the House of Commons, 
that she has been induced to return to England, in consequeuee of 
the measures pursued against her honour and her peace for some 
time by secret agents abroad, and lately sanctioned by the conduct 
of the government at home. In adopting this course, her majesty 
las had vo other purpose whatsoever but the defence of her charac. 
ter, and the maintenance of these just rights which have devolved 
upon her by the death of that revered monarch, in whose high honour 
and unshaken affection che had always found her surest support.” 


“ Upon her arrival the Queen is surprised to find that a message 
has been sent down to parliament, requiring its attention to written 
documents ; and she learns with still greater astonishment that there 
is an intention of proposing that these should be referred to a seleet 
committee. It is this day 14 years since thefirst charges were brought 
forward against her Majesty. Thep, and upon every occasion dw- 
ing that long period, she has shown the utmost readiness to meet her 
accusers, and to court the fullest enquiry into her conduct. She now 
also desires an open investigation, in which she may see both the 
charges and the witnesses against her---a privilege not denied to the 
meanest subject ofthe realm. In the face of the sovereign, the par- 
liament, and the country, she solemnly protests against the formation 
of a secret tribunal to examine documents, privately prepared by ber 
adversaries, as a proceeding unknown to the law of the land, anda 
flagrant violation of all the principles of justice. She relies with full 
coufidence upon the integrity of the House of Commons for defeating 
the anly attempt she has any reason to fear.” 


_ “ The Queen cannot forbear to add, that even before any proceed- 
ings were resolved upon, she had been treated in a manner too well 
calculated to prejudge her ease. The omission of her name in the 
Liturgy, the withholding the means of conveyance usually afforded to 
all the branches of the Royal Family ; the refusal even ef an answer 
to her application for a place of residence in the royal mansions ; aud 
the studied slight, both of English ministers abroad, and of the agents 
of all foreign powers over whom the English government had any in- 
fluet.ce, must be viewed as measures designed to prejudice the world 


Seas and ol only have been justified by trial and cov 
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r Here is a proof of a noble spirited and injured woman, 
although she knows what the contents of this Green Bag are, 
yet she demands a public investigation: she for whose pre- 
: tended delicacy the investigation was to be secret! We 
ds, have had too. many specimens of Greéén Committees of 
late, not to be aware of what the result would be, not a tittle 
of their contents would be known.to the public : but this secret 
committee, in both houses, would come to the conclusion, that 
there was sufficient ground for a divorce between the King 
and Queen, and all the other noble lords and honourable 
tlemen, or at least a sufficient number tosecure a majority, 
would be quite satisfied to proceed on the word and honour of 
those noble lords and honourable gentlemen who had sat on 
the committee, without going into any particular and public 
investigation, of what they would call,so indelicate a measure. 
At the moment we write this, the proceeding is delayed to see 
what can be done by negociation. The King, like a great stub- 
born boy, refuses to make the first offer, and we are sorry the 
advisers of the Queen have been so unmanly as to recommend 
her to open the negociation in the following words :— 

“The Queen in compliance with the advice of her counsel, 
and of several members of the House of Commons, thinks it 
proper to inform Lord Liverpool, that she is ready to receive 
any~proposition that is consistent with her honour, which his 
a Lordship may be disposed to make on the part of his Ma~ 
. inty’s government.” 

: e could have wished her Majesty to have waited for the 
. proposals, as there appears to be something so ungenerous, so 
" unmanly, in making a female stoop in such a circumstance as 
r 
a 
l 





this, It is evident, that the whole scheme of the King and 
his ministers has been to frighten the Queen into an ac- 
quiescence with their measures. They have followed the same 
system as they have done with the meanest individual that has 
been obnoxious to them, whom they have always strived to 
crush, by calumny, slander, and-secret- persecution. 
We have not the least idea that ever the King and Queen 
7 can again live together as man and wife, but we cannot see the 
| least ground that the Queen should lay down a particle of her 
| rank and title. Whilst we must be blessed with monarchy, 
| let her have her own palace and court, and live in the esteem 
| of her own friends. The evident object of the King is this; 
first to get the Queen to renounce her title and rank, and then 
afew months, her persecutors imagine, that she will be 
more careless and indifferent about a divorce. The whole 
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business is a sinister and under-handed. proceeding, and 
nothing will satisfy the King but the ultimate ation and 
ruin of the Queen. We sincerely hope that the latter yj} 
withstand all the efforts of her enemies, and throw herself upon 
the generosity and protection of the English nation. Eye 
among those who hate, and would willingly destroy the whole 


stem of government, ‘she will find a sympathetic feeling, . 


though for our own parts we are as indifferent and careless 
ut the whole monarchical system, as it is possible for mex 
to be; still on reading the account of the Queen’s conduct a 
St. Omer’s, her arrival at Dover, and lastly at London, with 
the respect that was every where shown her, we felt evena 
yearning of the bowels, and that sympathy, which can start a 
secret tear in her behalf, ee 
We regret to hear that the inhabitants of London have gone 
so far as to break windows in default of an illumination. That 
8 thy which is spontaneous will be most gratifying to the 
Saco. We could Aish ng ane to te off this old and 
nasty habit of fighting with brittle windows and the walls of 
houses and to shew themselves something superior whenever 
EDITOR. 
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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE REV. W. 
WAIT, A. B., OF KING’S SQUARE, BRISTOL, AND 
MR. CARLILE. 








A Curistyayw is the highest style of man. 
And is there who the blessed cross wipes off, 
Asa foul blot, from his dishonour'd brow ? 
If angels tremble, ‘tis at such a sight. 
Youns. 





Sj TO MR. CARLILE, 
i, 

Since the receipt of your periodital work, wherein you have 
answered a letter of mine to you, 1 have not unfrequently thougit 
and have as often feltg reat commiseration towards you, on a 
count of the awful perversion into which your mind is unhappily fal- 
len, but have ‘hitherto been. prevented, by. extreme ill health, from 
attempting to make any reply to asseverations so rash, to the fa 
sophi:ticated reasonings contained in your address to me. Although 
I perceive, with grief, that the disease of your mind is of a mo 
Mveterate nature, yet I do not despair of your recovery. Pe 
me to express the regret which I feel, at the carelessness which y” 
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manifest for the welfare of your immortal soul—surely, Sir, if you 
were enlightened by true philosophy, your soul would be infinitely 
more precious in your estimation, than your body; as the costly 
jewel is far more valuable than the casket which contains it. Were 
+ consistent. with justice and propriety, I should rejoice at the resto- 
ration of your body to liberty; hut there is a liberty unspeakably 
more important, into which the grace of God alone can bring you, 
and which I cherish a hope qos may yet enjoy, although you have so 
resolutely opposed and vilified the only means of obtaining it. In 
answer to your degrading remarks on the character of the Bible, I 
have to observe, that all the excellent of the earth, in every age, and 
every part of Christendom, have, with one consent, avowed their 
belief and confidence in it, as the word of the living God. . Who, 
Sir, are they who have pronounced, with impious lips, the Bible to 
be an impostor? Are they indeed wise and good men? Are they 

jous and sincere worshippers of the God who made heaven and 
earth? Of that God whom you justly acknowledge to be “ omnis- 
cient, omnipresent, and omnipotent :’—the great governor of the 
universe, without whose permission not even a sparrow falls to the 
ground? (This interesting truth we are told in that book, whose 
moral precepts, you, by a strange inconsistency, afiect to praise, 
whilst the book itself you condemn.) Are they good members of so- 
ciety, doing to others as they would-be done hy? Are they upright 
in all their transactions, and sincere in all their professions of good 
will, and ever ready to promote universal happiness? All this, and 
much more, may be predicated of real Christians ; although you may 
have observed many professors of Christianity to be of defective 
character and inconsistent conduct. 

The. Bible, Sir, contains many important doctrines, and one in 
particular, of pre-eminent value; that is, the death ef Christ for the 
salvation of fallen sinners. No doubt, parental regard to your best 
interest, secured for you an entrance into the outward and visible 
church of Christ, by baptism; if so, you were then “ signed with, 
the sign of the Cross, in token that you should not be ashamed ta, 
confess the faith of Christ crucified.’ Had your character corres. 
ponded with your baptismal engagement, with what feelings would 
you have contemplated the end of those unhappy men who conceived 
murderous designs against so many of their fellow-creatures, and 
whose schemes, had they been successful, might have led to the ef- 
fusion of torrents of blood.— Most of these men, laden with all their 
sits against God and man, from their youth up, appeared to have 
epee closed against their own souls, the only door of mercy, 

y awilful aud determined rejection of Jesus Christ, the only media- 
tor between God and man: had your character, I say, corresponded 
with your baptismal engagement, surely, with the tender-hearted 
Weeping prophet of ancient Judah you would have exclaimed, “ Oh, 
_ that my head were waters! and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I 

might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my peo- 
ple!” But you have presumptuously wiped off the Cross, and would 
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rather be a disciple of the infidel, Thomas Paine, than of the Lor 
Jesus Christ. 1 again affectionately and earnestly warn you to con. 
sider the consequences. As you possibly read occasionally the public 
rs, an occurrence lately mentioned in them of a father anda son, 
g sentenced to imprisonment for selling books of evil tendency, 
may have caught your attention. On their sentence being pro. 
nounced, the father addressed the Judge in these words :—«\ 
Lord, you might as well pass sentence of death upon us.” Judge 
Bailey, so justly esteemed for patient forbearance, replied, “ Sir, 
you do not know upon how many persons you may have been the 
means of passing sentence of death!” Now, let me, Sir, suggest to your 
conscieuce, whether your publications of Infidel writings, may not 
have been the cause which brought to so unhappy an end, the Cato 
Street conspirators? And whether they may not lead to the destruc. 
tion of the souls and bodies of many more of your fellow-beings? 
Were I to regard only the precepts of the Bible, I should consider 
you as the most cruel enemy of your species, for endeavouring to de- 
prive the world of so invaluable a volume. Suffer me to turn your 
attention to the 12th Chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, Mat 
13th Chapter of the First Epistle to the Corinthians, which Chapters, 
were they universally received, and sincerely acted upon, would tum 
this evil world of mankind, into a Paradise of God. By the way, 
while these Chapters are extant, the world has no need of any other 
Treatise on Politeness ‘rom a Chesterfield, or from any other ela- 
borate writer on this subject. Whoever possesses a mind imbued with 
the philanthropy, gentleness, and courtesy, described and recon- 
mended in them, cannot fail of being a real gentleman. What is 
your boasted philosophy, or even the more pure philosophy of the 
best heathen writers, compared with the sublime philosopliy which 
these portions of the word of God contains? It is darkness, total 
darkness; and the true reason why you, or any persons, prefer it to 
the glorious light of Divine Revelation, is thus clearly explained by 
the Searcher of all Hearts: —“ This is the condemnation, that light 
is come into the world, and men love darkness rather than light, be- 
cause their deeds are evil.“ You call the Pope my brother —1 will 
not disclaim him as such, notwithstanding, in one respect, that of de- 
priving mankind of the Bible, he bears more affinity to yourself thau 
to me ; but as he is a son of Adam, and. moreover, a professed dis- 
ciple of the Saviour, I am bound to love him, and to pray for him. 
Should he ever manifest himself to be a true descendant of St. Peter, 
feeding the flock of Christ with the pure milk of the Word, diffusing 
the Bible gladiy, and protesting, with Protestants, against the cor- 
ruptions which now deform the communion, of which he is the head, 
I would not refuse to him the right hand of fellowship. 

Respecting the Jews I have to remark, that, were you, Sir, duly 
acquainted with the writings of Moses and the prophets, and were 
to compare those writings with the history of the Jews, you would 
perceive that I have ample ground for asserting that those people ar 
a stapling evidence for the truth ef the Bible, As to your attempt 
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to destroy the force of such evidence, by adverting to the Society. of 
Friends, called Quakers, be assured that you must necessarily fail of 
your object, until you can bring prophecy and its accomplishment to 
meet in their experience, similar to that which | haveaddu ced con- 
cerning the Jews. The vncharitable censure which you throw on the 
society of Friends I cannot let pass without remarking, that the mem- 
bers of that society, with whom I am acquainted, are, in general, 
rsons of highly respectable character, of sincere piety towards God, 
and of extensive beneficence towards men, by no means confined to 
members of their own community. You appear to take it for granted 
that my ecelesiastical profits are large: you are in such a suppesition 
tly mistaken. I shall, however, most readily ‘accede to your pro- 
position of paying the expence of whatever I may send, or receive 
from you. You think, possibly, that you have entangled me in a 
dificulty, by asking with a profaneness sufficient to make every 


+ serious man tremble, What our Holy Lord and Saviour has been 


doing for these eighteen hundred years? my pen avoids, in this in- 
stance, your expressions, We answer, “ As for our God he is in 
heaven: he hath done whatsoever hath pleased him.” I ask you, in re- 
turn, whether youcan seriously believe that the degrading superstition, 
the obscene and bloody rites, infanticide, immolations of widows on 
the funeral piles of their husbands, and other cruel and abominable 
practices, can be pleasing to a God of goodness, purity, and holi- 
ness? Or can prepare those people, among whom tiey abound, for 
the enjoyment of his presence, and kingdom, and glory? Compare 
the effects of christianity, where it is really influential on the minds 
of men, with these effects of a blind idolatry, and then say, whether 
the introduction of the former into the heathen and anti-christian, 
world would not be tothem an invaluable blessing, even for the present 
life: that this blessing will be given to the heathen we cannot doubt, 
for the most sure word of prophecy declares it. You, indeed, utter 
a vain-glorious boast respecting your philosophy, which, were it dis- 
seminated over the world, you say, by means of the press, would 
eradicate the newly planted religion of the christian. You may make 
this attempt, but will never succeed in it. “ He that sitteth in the 
heavens will laugh you to scorn, the Lord will have you in derision.” [ 
all now, by one question, place you in a dilemma, out of which you 
will find it impossible to escape. Were the writers of the Old and 
New Testaments good or bad men? If good, is it to be supposed 
that they have concurred in palming an imposture on mankind? If 
d, how are we to account for the good and holy tendency of their 
Wntings? Youat present scornfully reject the Lord Jesus Christ, 
but sould sickness, accompanied with a near approach of death, 
surprise you, possibly you might call on him in the agony of your 
miud, as Paine, Voltaire, and many other infidels have done, you 
might even, like Paine, at times, feel some relief, ata recital of the 
struction of your pestiferous publications, and yet (awful prospect) 
‘ay a as he apparently died, in an impenitent state, obstinate. 
Y g, at intervals, in your mischievious creed. Thus, wicked 
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men are often, on their death beds, constrained to give unwi}j 
testimony to the truth. My having stated well accredited circyn, 
stances of this kind relating to Paine. which were observed towar, 
the close of his infamous life, caused you(raslily) to accuse me of a4. 
vancing a falsehood. In respect to my assertion of his ignorance of the 
Bible, and of the grounds | had for making that assertion, I have fy 
inform you, that I see no reason for retracting my words, on account 
of his having frequently written, in the margin of a Bible, some pro. 
fane remark or ‘* fool-born jest.” I pray, Sir, that you may not d. 
ways, as at present, reject the Lord Jesus Christ. As for me, him | 
avow to be the foundation of my eternal hopes, trusting, that for this 
blessing, I shall ever be ready to exclaim, with fervent gratitude, 
* Thanks be to God fur his unspeakable gift!” 


I remain, Sir, 
With my best wishes for your real welfare, 


W. WAIT. 
Bristol, June 7, 1820. 


TO THE REV. W. WAIT, A, B. KING’S SQUARE, BRISTOL, 


ee 


SiR, Dorchester Gaol, June 9th. 1820. 


I hereby acknowledge the receipt of your communication, 
dated the 7th inst. and after telling you, that I had given up all e:- 
pectation of hearing any thing further from you, 1 shall proceed to 
make my observations on such parts of your communication as wil 
bear them, or that is worthy of notice. -I say, “ worthy of notice,’ 
which would be an ungenerous expression if I did not publish you 
detter with my reply, but in doing this, I consider that I stand excus 
before all my readers of any apparent aud unnecessary harshness. | 
begin with your quotation from Young’s “ Night Thoughts. How. 
ever pretty this verse might read to a christian, whatever impressio 
he might receive from it, still it must be admitted, that it can afford 
nothing more than matter for ridicule to him who disbelieves the dog- 
mas of the christian religion, and the dogmas of all other religions 
which boast of revelations and divine communications for their fou 
dation. Your quotation might have done very well if you bad bee 
addressing a christian, but since you have addressed it to me, I mut 
tell you, that I have not such an exalted opinion of the christian ; th! 
I view aud recollect on the “ blessed cross,” which is mentioned, ® 
I do any other instrument of an ignominious death, such as the co™ 
mon gallows, for this or any other country, or that which is called te 
drop, from which I have seen so many christians, attended by a ¢h"™ 
tran priest, swing off to ait eternal sleep, in the Old Bailey. ‘To speak 
of.“ wiping off the cross” is a paltry, nonsensical, and ridiculovs 
. figure, particularly, when applied to one whio is not a cbristiay, 
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who dissents from the belief of the doctrines of christianity altoge- 
ther, Your religion, Sir, appears to me to be made up of words, 
which to an indifferent person are as insignificant, inapplicable, and 
yointelligible as the Egyptian hieroglyphics are to modern ages, I 
consider you to have made Dr. Young’s sentiment your own, by ad- 
dressing it to me as a motto to your letter. I therefore beg leave to 
tell you, that I do not believe in the existence of those creatures you 
call angels, and consider them to be no more than a mythological no- 
tion borrowed from the Mercuries of the Pagan world. I 1ake 
nothing on credit: I believe.no further than I can see. So much for 
your motto, Sir. : : we 
You proceed with observing that since my last communication to 
you, you have often thought of me, and have felt great commisera- 
tion for the awful perversion of my mind. You further state, that 
ill health has prevented you frow answering my rash asseverations, and 
false sophisticated reasonings hitherto. Pardon my presumption, Sir, 
when I tell you that now you have written, you have quite forgot to 
answer them, to my great disappointment, . Your next sentence I must 
quote at large, you say :—“ Although I perceive with grief, that the 
disease of your mind is of a most inveterate nature, yet I do not des- 
pairot your recovery.” As I should like a change from solitary con- 
finement or leave of absence for a month this summer, permit me to 
suggest to you the propriety of your application to the head of your 
church, who alone can graut me the favour; who knows whata 
month’s conversation with you, and the use of the Bristol waters 
might do? You may justly threaten him with purgatory if he shows 
no concern for what you call, my soul. I fear that you will consider 
my remarks amounting to impertinence, but if this should be unfor- 
tunately your opiuion : in the name of justice, | charge you, to call 
in the judgment of a candid Jew or Mabometan, either of whom, I 
am well assured, would affirm, that my little retorts are but just and 
hecessary to your stile of address. I throw out this hint, Sir, because 
J am fully alive to the christian disposition, and the self sufficiency of 
educated clergymen. They have never been accustomed to be ad- 
dressed after the manner which I now address you. I claim my right 
to take the same ground, and the same attitude which you take, Sir, 
namely, to assume that all my opinions are founded in truth. It is 
my firm conviction, and 1 am willing to concede to you, that you may 
have a similar conviction on-the other side. Taking this ground, I 
would beg leave to suggest the impropriety of your addressing me as 
you would address a late professing and relapsed chrisUan. 1 never 
was a christian, I do not consider myself responsible for any promises 
made by my parents or my godfathers and godmothers in my behalf. 
Iwas no party to them. ‘The laws of this country have mede the act 
of baptism a civil rite, and I, even I, Sir, have sent all my children to 
baptismal font, for no other purpose, than that they may have a 
legal register of their names. At the registering of my two eldest 
8, I was a little scrupulous in point of conscience, and made the 
minister of St, George’s, Bloomsbury, go through the ceremony of 
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‘sm without any other sponsors than myself and their mother. 
ps acknowledge that he hesitated, but I told him the plain 
that 1 did not know that individual in London that would make, 
conscientious vow to look after my children. He expressed his 
probation of my scruples, but said that he felt his situation awkward, 
as the ceremony he had to perform, required other sponsors, He su}. 
mitted and went through the ceremony partially, so that I got 
children registered, which was all I cared about. I have had my two 
last boys named Thomas Paine, the elder of them dying before the 
fast was born, and I am informed, that at the registering of the lag, 
the clergyman was much offended at the name. So, Sir, you will per. 
ceive, that I am obliged to go through the form of baptism as esta. 
blished by law, tor no other purpose whatever, than that my children 
may be able to claim any property that may perchance fall to then, 
A striking proof that our present laws and church system are the 
common parent of hypocrisy. The fault was not mine, but in the 
law. Your having hinted, that I had received the sign of the cross, 
I have thrown out those hints, that I was no party to it, any further 
than my children were parties to their being signed with the cross, 
which should not have taken place if I could have avoided it, without 
doing them a future injury. The person whom I took as a sponsor 
to my third boy, I knew to be an avowed atheist, but at the same 
time, I knew him to be a strictly honest and moral character, 
and I thought it prudent to take some person, lest I should find 
a clergyman more obstinate than the former one, and my child be 
denied the benefit of a register of his name. I have told you that 
I never was a christian. In one part of your last communication 
you mention, that I have avowed myself the disciple of Thomas 

ine, in preference to the Lord Jesus Christ. [n a ‘theological 
point of view, I am the disciple of neither.. Although I applaud 
the manner in which Paine has rescued the name and character 
of the deity, from the grovelling notions which the Jew and Christian 
hold of him, still when I cone to his notions of a future state, | 
consider Paine to be quite as much a fanatic in matters of re- 
ligion as yourself Sir. There is nothing in the Bible, in the Korat, 
or in the reveries of the late Johanna Southcote, more ridiculous and 
superstitious, than that which may be found in Paine’s Theological 
Works, under the head of “ My Private Thoughts of a Future 
State.” should be very happy for the honour of Paine if this para- 
graph could be proved to have been an interpolation to degrade his 
other writings, but I fear that it is genuine. I am the disciple of 
Paine in politics only, I do not go far with him in his theological senti- 
ments. I consider his “* Age of Reason” to be a most important 
and useful book as a primer to true theology. In the copy which I 
last sent to the press as a letter to you, { mentioned, in page 58, be- 
fore the sentence which begins thus, “ I had but a few months con- 
menced the sale of books and pamphlets, &c.” ‘that I had never read 
the Age of Reason, nor even seen a copy of it before the summer ° 
1817. By some means or cause this. sentence was omitted. The 
chief cause of my publishing it was this: in the month of August, 
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1917, J was arrested on three Judges’ warrants on a charge of pub. 
lishing three pamphlets, which were alleged to have a tendency to 
bring into contempt the Book of Common Prayer and the Christian 
religion, “The pamphlets were known by the title of Hone’s Parodies, 
he having first published then, I now solemnly declare to you, that 
up to this period I had never asked myself the question, whether the 
Christian religion was true or false, neither with respect to the above 
mentioned pamphlets had | the most distant idea of doing that which 
was charged to me. Ifever I had gone into a church or chapel it 
was rather from curiosity and pastime than from any idea of wor- 
ship. I paid a silent respect to all sects of religionists, and ridiculed 
none. [was imprisoned for eighteen weeks on the above-mentioned 
warrants, and then liberated without trial, or any further proceedings 
in the case than the acquittal of Mr. Hone on similar charges. ‘This 
circumstance excited my feelings to enquire, why I had been thus 
treated? What the Christion religion was, that | had merited this 
severe and uncalled for treatment ? Among other books I read the 
Age of Reason, and I resolved, that it should no longer want a pub- 
lisher, than until I could find the means of publishing it. This cir- 
cumstance was delayed much against my inclination until the winter 
of 1818, and the sequel, no doubt, you are well acquainted with. 
You make great fuss about what you call my soal. I beg leave to 
tell you that the word soul is one to which I cannot attach an idea, 
therefore it gives me no concern whatever. I believe that man is 
composed of nothing but what is frail and perishable, there is no. 
thing immortal about him. You must first convince me that I have 
a something, which you call a soul, and then you may justly claim my 
attention to it. You use the words “ true philosophy,” and intimate 
that I do not possess it, that which my imagination conceives to be 
true philosophy I consider scarcely to have made its appearance on 
theearth yet. I look for it, as the Jew for his Messiah, and the 
Christian for his Millenium. You give me a pretty strong hint that 
you consider my imprisonment just and proper, but [ will now put 
vou tothe test. Do you, asa Christian, think it fit that he who pub. 
lishes a book to impugn your religion, should be shut in a prison 
I hope you will give me a direct answer to this if ever you write again, 
You assist in sending out missionaries to the Indies and other parts 
of the globe to impugn the established religions of those countries, 
still you cannot bear that your own at home shall find the least inter- 
ruption. I view the Foe and the Vishna of the Indians to be of equal 
mg to your Lord Jesus Christ, and consider that your tale of 
a Saviour is borrowed from the former, as the names of Foe and 
V are avowedly more ancient than that of Jesus. Let me intreat 
you, Sir, if ever I should form a part of your prayer, that you will 
ask your Deity for the liberation of my body: most assuredly, if you, 
#80 very pious a mau, have any iufluence by prayer, or if your 
Deity differs from those made with hands, you can obtain such a- 
trifle as this for me. . When you do this for me I will give you credit 
for good intentions towards me, and shall then listen to any further 
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instructions of your's about what I consider the phantom called , 
with something like gratitude. You say that all the excellent of the 
earth have avowed their belief in the Bibleasthe word of the living Gog 
I ain not inclined to take your word for this, Sir. Again, ina very hi 
tone, you demand, “ Who are they who have pronounced with jp. 
pious lips the Bible to be an imposture? Are they wise and bool 
men ¥’ I answ-r yes, Sir, I know those wise and good men who 
nounce the Bible to be an imposture, and, as living examples of yy, 
rality and virtue, I durst put them in competition with you, or un 
men whom you can adduce. . 

You have mentioned, that first of all morals, that Comprehensix 
epitome of morality and virtue, that men should do to others as 
would be done by. I would ask you how you reconcile your expe. 
sions about my confinement with this grand maxim? You say ym 
would have me liberated if it could be done with justice and propriety; 
by which expression you admit the justice and propriety of myia. 

isonment. You are an excellent hand to sound your own trumpe, 
Oe should have recollected, Sir, that you was addressing og 
who is not to be frightened by a noise, no, not even thunder: om 
who carefully distinguishes words of sound from words of meaning 
You extol the character of a Christian, and say that he isa co 

dium of all that is great and good. Whom shall we take for an e- 
ample? I will condescend to take the very head of your church, th 
king, as a specimen of the Christian character. As an example of tle 
Christian husband, the Christian father, the Christian brother, anda 
Chris‘ian king. | 3 
You have put a very pointed qnestion to me in one instance, whic 
I cannot pass over without answering it, it is as follows :—“ Now, kt 
me, Sir, suggest to your conscience, whether your publications of it: 
fidel writings may not have been thecause, which broughtto so unhappy 
an end the Cato-street conspirators?” Nothing but the habitual im- 
apes of a priest could be equal to this question, But my good, 
ir, you shall find your match in me, goto what length you pleas, 
with bold and impudent insinuations and assertions. I have told yo! 
before, that 1 am not easily to be alarmed, no, not with your 
menace of eternal damnation. ‘I have too well examined the grow 
of all your pretensitns of promised rewards or punishments, and hat 
come to a most satisfactory conclusion, that you are an impostor. 
not designedly an impostor, you are undesignedly one. You 
me to speak out, vy your bold attempt to impress your nonsens ™ 
my mind a something real. In addition to the afore-mentioned qu 
ion you add the following :—“ And whether they (the publica 
may not lead to the destruction of the souls and bodies of many #0" 
of your fellow beings?” You told me before, by insinuations 0? 
same sul.ject, that if I had possessed what you consider a prope! fet 
ing on the above-mentioned subject, I should have exclaimed with 
the prophet (poet) of ancient Judah— Oh that my head were wales: 
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day 2 wet 
for the slain of my people y? What think you, Sir, of those peop" 
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who were slain at Manchester, innocent and unoffending? Hay 
ou, Sir, asked yourself the question whether thse pasa pd 
or accidentally put to death and mutilated? I witnessed that 
transaction, arid [ assure you, that it has left no small impression on 
mind, more particularly since I have seen how those murders have 
been trifled with in our courts of law. I will now come to the point 
with you, and tell you more than you seem to ask, lest you should 
say that I evade the question. In the first place I hold the destruc- 
tion of tyrants by putting them to death suddenly and violently, 
or if youshould think I am not sufficiently explicit, by assassinating 
them, to be an act, just, moral, virtuous, and legal, agreeable to the 
law of nature, which should be the foundation of all other law.— 
A tyrant is the common destroyer of his species, and any member of 
that community in which he dwells and plays the tyrant, that shall re- 
ceive any injury from him, may, in nty opinion, meritoriously put him 
todeath. ‘The moralist, or a man with the most humane mind, will 
stand aloof, and ask himself the following question, which would 
have been the:greatest outrage on the laws, morals, and welfare of 
this society ; that this man, who is an avewed and admitted tyrant, 
should fall by the hand of one whom he his injured, or that he should © 
have lived to have made unhappy, miserable, and in continual fear 
for their lives and properties, every member of this society that should 
not feel disposed to flatter and applaud his wicked measures! Give 
mean answer to this last question in the same frank and candid man- 
ner in which I am answering your question, and I will give you my 

opinion of your morality and virtue. : 

With respect to the plot and measures in whiich those men, whom 
you call Cato-street Conspirators, were seduced and involved by our 
ministers and their agents, they have my decided disapprobation. 
ButasI consider that the majority of the present ministers are 
tyrants and enemies to the interests and welfare of the people of this 
country, so also am [ bold to confess, that if any man who has 
suffered unjustly under their administration, should be so far indif- 
ferent about his own life as to slay any one or more of them, I would 
tune my lyre to sing his praises. I consider it to be a want of 
Virtue and true courage that makes a man seek companions to 
perform such an act. It.is a proof, that he calls upon others to do 
that, which he has not resolution to do single-handed, and in seeking 
men that will co-operate with him, he is sure to fall in with the most 
vicious of mankind, and mar all the good he might have done as an 
individual. I condemn an association for such purposes. 

I doubt not, Sir, but that you are a great admirer of John @alvin, 
but let me beg leave to tell you, that from the manner in which he 
pursued Sevetus the physician to the stake at Geneva, he was a baser 
assassin, a more deliberate and vile murderer, than Sandt, Louvel, or 

am. 

Tcome lastly to speak of my publications as connected with those 
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men, and in doing this, I must first tell you that I do not believe thai 

ou have ever read any. of my publications, save the number of 
the Republiean which I sent to you with your letter and iny answe, 
printed in it. “How then do you judge of what I have published) 
Do you take it as you wish me to take your religion on credit and 
hear-say? Or have you gathered your knowledge of my publications 
from the garbled extracts and false conclusions, which have been drawy 
from them in other printed works, or from common rumour and 
slander? Jt was at least incumbent on you to have read what I have 
published before you had opened a correspondence with me on the 
subject. You are proceeding in the dark, Sir, and ignorant of what 
you wish to conviace me that I am in error for publishing. Yo 
make an allusion in your letter to some men that were punished for 
selling obscene publications. I have no more connection with such 
men aad such publications than you have, Sir, and to be candid with 
you, I must say that I consider myself to be one removed further 
from them you really are, I reject the Bible and would not 
put it into the hands of my children, whilst they are under my care, 
partly, because it is an obscene book, a book that cannot fail to incu 
cate obscene aiid immoral ideas, such as the following chapters to 
which I would draw your attention, and put them in competition 
with the few moral expressions you have called my attention to, in the 
Epistles to the Romans and the Corinthians. I will first tell you, that 
I have read carefully those two chapters and approve the sentiments 
contained in them in part, and from this I claim your attention to the 
following chapters, and let me request you to be bold and honest 
enough to tell me if you consider them a necessary part of the Bibk 
and your religion. | 

Genesis, Chap. 16, 19, 20, 30, 34, 35, 38,39; Leviticus 15; 
Numbers 25, Deut. 22, 23 ; Judges 16,19; I Samuel 15; II Samuel 1!, 
13, 16; 1 Kings 11; The Song of Solomon throughout ; Ezekiel 23; 
Hosea 1}, 3. 

New Testament, Epistle of Paul to the Romans, Chap. I, verse 
25, 26, 27, 28. 

I consider those chapters, with many others in the Bible, to be 
quite as dangerous and injurious to the morals of young people, # 
those books were for which those men were punished, and 10 
whom I consider Mr. Justice Bailey made a very foolish and ridicv- 
lous reply, and one that was a disgrace to the Bench on which 
he sat. I know Mr. Justice Bailey weli as an official and public 
character, I consider him the best and the. most honest of the 
ron judges. When he errs I believe it to be from his head, 

ut some of the others do not hesitate to err from the hear!. Mr. 
Justice Bailey is a very weak man, and in my opinion much better 
’ adapted for a bishop than a judge. The publications which I have 
sent forth to the world on the subject of theology have been uniformly 
condemnatory of such immoral publications as those contained in the 
jist above. My mind, my conscience, is as pure, as that of apy livs 
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human being from the taint of propagating immorality, and I again 
tell you, that it is in your ignorance of what I have published, tha 
made you sd presumptious as to insinuate any thing of the kind. 
Substantiate any charge of the kind against me in the same manner 
as [have adduced the selections from your “ holy and blessed book.” 
1 defy you to do it, although the whole of my conduct and pyblica- 
tions have been as open as your own. Recollect, Sir, that in address- 
ing me you are not addressing one of those children, whom that , 
hypocrite Paul thought necessary to feed with milk, and not with 
strong meat. I have carefully examined all the pretended mysteries 
of the Jewish and the Christian religions, [ have studiously explored the 
conduct, character, and motives, of the different Christian sects, and 
[have found that the most zealous and sincere professors, are acted 
upon by vain hopes and fears. In the first they hope fof an eternal 
isaical life of bliss, in the last they dread the eternal and exqui- 
site torments of hell fire, which you and your predecessors have pre- 
for them that dissent from your wishes. Although your dif- 
ferent sects of Christians hold opinions diametrically opposite, still 
this eternal bliss or torment is the assurance of all priests, On your 
own ground and mode of reckoning, some of you must look out for 
the worst. I have no share norclaim neither in your hell nor heaven, 
and I sincerely assure you, that, young as I am, I have lived long 
enough to learn to die, and although you throw out a hint that 
I should be alarmed and surprised at the approach of death, I can 
assure you, that I am fully aware that the moment must come, and I 
am as fully convinced and satisfied, that when it does come, I shall 
cease to be to all eternity, that I shall make way for some other 
being, and that I can view and reflect on this event with calm and 
perfect indifference. 

But to wind up the subject of those unfortunate men who have 
lately been forced to sleep, I would tell you, that the main spring of 
that affair, or the principal instrument with which the ministers car- 
ried on this work of blood, had imbibed the sentiments which cost 
him his life before I could define the word politics or religion. Ihave 
Scarcely been known three years out of the garret. I have before 
given you a true account of my present situation, and the cause which 
led to it, by which you may perceive that the whole extent of time 
that I have been circulating ‘ infidel writings,” does not exceed 18 
months. 1 will aow answer your question, “ whether christianity is not 
Preferable to that degrading superstition, those obscene and bloody 
rites of infanticide, and immolations of widows on the funeral piles 
of their husbands.’* I answer, Sir, that christianity is much less hor- 
rible and repugnant to moral feelings, and therefore a superstition to 
be preferred to those superstitious rites of India. But I have just 

arnt, that there is a sect of Deists making a progress in India, of 
Which I was ignorant before this day, and although their religion’ is 
not free from superstition, still it is less superstitious than that of the 
lan, and consequently, by the same rule of reasoning, much to 
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be preferred .to seoitionte 4 the abi particulars of this sect {,; 
rt information, that of the ic. 

ae SECT OF INDIAN DBEISTS. 

The following account of the Sauds, a religious sect in the Upper pro. 
vinces, isfrom the Second Report of the Calcutta Committee of ti, 
Church Missionary Society. _ 

1. In March 1816, I went with two other gentlemen from Futteh. 
gurh, on the invitation of the principal persons of the Sawd sect, to wit. 
ness an asseatblage of them, for the purpose of religious worship, in the 
oe of Furrukhabad, the general meetitig ef the sect being that year in 

city. 

2. The assembly took place within the Coort-yard (Daulan) of a large 
house. The number of men, women, and children was considerable: ¥ 
‘were received with altention, and chairs were placed for us in front 
of the Deurhee, or hall. After some time, when thie place was quite ful 
of people, the worship commenced. {t consisted solely in the chaunting 
of ahymn, this being the only modé of public worship used by the 


3. Sea eae Se I made particular enquiries relative to the 

i Opinions and practices of this sect, andl was frequently visited 
“by Bhawance Dos; the principal person of the sect, in the city of Rer- 
rukhabad. 

The following .is the substance of the account given by Bhuwane 
Dos, of the origin of his sect .— 3 | 
About the Sumbut year 1600, or 177 years ago, a person named Beer, 
bh,an, inhabitant of Beej,hasur near Narnonl, in the province of Dehli, 
received a miraculous communication from Ooda- Dos, teaching him the 
particulars of the religion now professed by the Sauds—Oodas Dos, at the 
same time gave to Beer,bhyan marks ‘by which he might know him o 
» his. re-appearance :—Ist. That whatever he feretold should happen. . 2%. 
That no shadow should be cast from his figure. 3d. ‘That he would tel 
him his thoughts. 4th. That he would be suspended between heaves 
and earth. 5th. That he would bring the dead to life. 

6. Bhuwanee Dos presented me with a copy of the Pot,hee, orreligiou 
book of the Sauds, written in a kind of verse, in the Thenth Hindee 
dialect, and he fully explained to me the leading points of their religion. 

7. The Sauds utterly reject and abhor all ‘kinds of idolatry, and the 
ym nto considered by them with no greater veneration than by 
Chr although the converts aré made chiefly; if not entirely frem 

the Hindoos, whom they resemble in outward appearance. Their 
name for God is Sutgur; and Sand, the appellation of the sect, means 
servantof God. They are pure deists, aad heir form of worship is most 
simple, as I have already stated. 

8. The Sauds resemble the Quakers, in their ctistoms, in a remarkable 


E Ornaments and apparel of every kind are strictl rohibited ; 
their dress is always w ite, ? | ot werd 

a0. They never. make any obeisance or salam. 

11. They will not take an oath, and they are exempted in the Cout! 
of uation H their asseveration, as that of the Quakers, being consider 
equivalen aoe 

12, The Sands rears to abstain from all luxuries, such as tobace 
.paun, opium, and wine. They never have nauches or dancing. ‘ 

13. All attack on man or beasts is forbidden but in self defence, rst 
tance is allowable. 
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is. Industry is enjoined. The Sauds, like the Quakers, take great 
care of their poor and infirm people. To receive assistance out of the 

tor tribe, would be reckoned disgraceful, and render the offender 
Pible to excommunication. : 

15, All parade of worship is forbidden. Secret prayer is commended ; 
simsshould be unostentatious; they are not 1o be done that they should 


be seen of men. 
16. The due regulation of the tongue is a principal duty. 


17. The chief seats of the Saud sect, are Dehli, Agra, Jypoor, and Fur- 
rukhabad, but there re several of the sect scattered over the country. 
4n annual meeting takes.place at onc or other of the cities above men- 
tioned, at which the concerns of the sect are settled. 

1g. The magistrate of Furrukhabad informed me, that he had found 
the Sauds, an orderly anc well conducted people; they are chiefly en- 


gaged in trade. 

You are half inclined to disclaim the fraternity of the pope, and 
ay, that he is rather a brother of mine, because he wishes to deprive 
mankind of the Bible. I must set you right here Sir, as you have 
totally niistaken my identity, for want of reading my publications, 
Your wish Sir, is not more ardent than mine, that every human being 
should possess a Bible, and be fully capable of reading and under- 
ianding it, I have no wish to make preselytes, unless it be from 
those who have considered well the Bible, and have weighed well the 
christian religion. When a Bible is to be found in every distinct fa- 
wily and every member of that family capable of reading it, [ hope 
lo see the superstitions of the christian mythology fly off the earth 
much faster than they came on it. 1 rejoice at the institution of Bible 
Societies, and would willingly put down my annual guinea to support 
them, if it would be accepted. ‘The great misfortune is, that we 
have so many persons who are not capable of reading. Depend on 
it, Sir, that the pope is wiser than you are with respect to the progress 
of the Bible. 

You charge me with rashly accusing you of falsehood, in what 
you said of Paine’s ignorance of the Bible; I as rashly repeat that 
accusation, and tell you, that you spoke without any foundation for 
what you said. I have been acquainted with two gentlemen, who 
were the intimate friends of Paine, both in France and England, and 
have heard them both say, that he was a perfect master of the con- 
tents of the Bible, and could refer, extempore, to the most minute 
‘cumstances related in it. He wasa man of-an extraordinary me- 
mry, and retained nearly all his awn writings, so qs to relate them 
without reference to the volume. 

U have now, I believe, picked up every observation of your’s that 
required an answer, save one, which I have reserved, that I might 

my letter in a good humour with you: It is as follows ; and I 
that I see you writing it with an air of importance !—“ J shall 
now, by one question, place you jn a dilemma, out of which you will 


| And it impossible to escape. Were the writers of the Old and New 


jestaments good or bad men? If good, is it to be supposed that 
Y have concurred in palming an imposture on mankind? /f bad, 
You, UI. No. 8, 


7 
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how are we to account for the good and holy tendency of their 
wrilings?”—Hem! Hem! Hah! What shall I say? [ fave’ no 
one here to ask for ‘advice! This isa greater puzzle than Samsor; 
riddle, and more difficult than the interpretations of the dreams of 
Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar. What shall [ do to be saved from 
this dilemma? Hark! What’s that? An angel!! Yes, now I have 
it. Listen, Sir, and be all attention; my voice ts the voice of 
truth; I speak by inspiration! The book catled the Bible, com. 
prising what are called both Old and New Testaments, ts a compila. 
tion of traditionary tales, in which falsehood greatly preponderates, 
Itscontents ave both moral and immoral, pious and profane, pure and 
obscene, serious and enthusiastic. The names of their authors are 
not now known. They consisted of moral men, madmen, ltars, and 
indecent and unmanly blackguards. Magna est veritas et prevo- 
lebit. | 


I have passed over your observation, which spoke of prophecy re- 
lating to the Jews, as in what I now send you, you will have an op- 
ey of reading my sentiments on the supposed prophecies of the 

ible. It is a complete set of the Republican, not with an expec- 
tation of making any alteration in your opinions, but because I deem 
it proper, that before you write again to me, you should fully under- 
stand what my opinions and sentiments are. If, after having read it, you 
should think that you can offer me any opinion + er own, or of any 
other person, which you may consider calculated to shew we that! 
am in error, 1 shall be most happy to enter into a respectful comes 
pondence with you. I say respectful, because I do not consider that 
our correspondence has hitherto been such, | trust that I know bow 
{o treat every individual with that respect which is due to him, | 
consider that you, Sir, have assumed too much, and have put me to 
hard words as.absolutely necessary in self-defence. 1 flatter myseli, 
that my disposition is not naturally rude, rough, nor obtrusive, but 
I never will pocket an insult from any human being, where I have the 
means and the power of retort. 1 bow to no man, if I have an idea 
that he is as liable to be in error as myself. As the Jewish Deitys 
very fond of sacritices of all kinds, I have earnestly to intreat tha 
you will not make a burnt offering of the copy of the Republica 
which I sent,to you. There is one thing to.be recollected—it wil 

not afford Lim that sweet and savoury smell which he bas express! 
himself fond of, therefore, I do not wish you to offer it to bim ; bu! 
if you cannot read such profane sentiments, be as gocd to return them; 
und as I have obtruded them on your notice, r shall cheerfully pay 
the porter, 

I am, Sir, with all due respect, 
Your fellow-man, 

| RICHARD CARLILE. 

P. S. I must caution you, that should you attempt to read the 
Republican, you will stumble over a maltitude of typographical 
errors, which haye crept in, and remained uncorrected, in coos: 
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ence of my distance from London, where it has heen printed ; and 
b hens a periodical work, would not admit of the delay of my cor- 
recting the proof sheets. 





——_ ' : — 


Moratity OF Prizsts.—A -Coroner’s Inquest was taken 
last week, at a public house, in John Street, Oxford Street, 
on the body of a clergyman, 73 years of age, who died of an 
apoplectic fit, in a brothel, in that neighbourhood. It appears 
ed, that he was a beneficed clergyman, from some ‘part of 
Norfolk, holding a living worth £400 per year, that he had 
lately come to town, and had yielded to the solicitations of a 
female, in Oxford Street, to accompany her to her dwelling. 
It is rather unfortunate for the fraternity, that their aberra- 
tions should be so often brought to light.—A few years back, 
when the Key, a brothel in Chandos Street, Covent Garden, 
was destroyed by fire, a clergyman was then burnt to death; 
and the last person who saw him, said h2 was laying on the 

et, dead drunk. Yet these are the men who would fain 
cape . mi : 
guide,.us.to. heaven, by teaching us ‘religion and morality. 
These.are the men who would.destroy every man that con- 
scientiously dissents from the opinions they inculcate, on mat- 
ters of religion. We embrace this incident to illustrate the 
character of'priests, by the following quotation from the writ~ 
ings'6f Thomas Gordon :—“ But such is the power of a na- 
“tural or an habitual affected gravity, that a man, by use, 
“taay seta to be serious, while he is cutting another man’s 
s throat, or persuading him to cut his own. But to spoil 
3 this damned and damnable trade, I would here let the qver- 
" Srupulous and conscientious man into a secret, which is 
“ this—that all:Awman creeds, in matters of divine faith, all 
_ state subscriptions to orthodoxy and true religion, are no- 
«thing but ecclesiastical tricks, and-a spiritual hocus pocus, 
. lo get money: You ought to consider yourselves, therefore, 
_, Willi ‘these men, as ia a state of war, and as having no 
;, more tight to your faith than to your property. One man 
, Comes’ up to you with a pistol pointed at your breast, and 
 (emands your money ; another with a creed, to demand 
, Jour faith, by which he means nothing but money. As 
., these are equally robbers, you ought to treat them both 
« M®.and to stand upon honour and conscience just as 
, much with one, as you would with the other. These eccle- 
, Sasheal robbers always think that other men have some con- 
: science, when they have none themselves ; whereas, no mar 
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“ can be obliged, upon any principle of justice or morality 
¢ to treat them otherwise than as common enemies in a stg, 
“< of war, 4. e. to treat them as they really are.” 

For our own parts, we have some reasons to say that they 
aro robbers and enemiés: but it is not exactly on this h 
that we complain. It is the common cant of the priesth 
of all sects to say, that morality cannot exist in that bosom 
which does not feel the influence of religion. Against such ap 
assertion we enter our protest, and reply, that religion stands 
related to morality, like oil to water, It will swim upon, and 
render the latter impure, but will not amalgamate with it, 
On. our own behalf, we go on to say, that we have thoroughly 

our besoms of every thing that is connected with, or 
rtaineth to the common cant and notions of religion, and 
still, in point of morality, humanity, or honesty of dealing, be- 
tween man and man, we are not inclined to confess ourselves 
inferior to any manor class of men. We venerate and ad- 
mire the works of nature, so far as we comprehend them; 
what we do not comprehend, we pass by as improper for any 
adoration. Experience daily convinces us, that morality and 
religion are distinct, and necessarily distinct rules of action. 
The former may exist in the human bdsom pure, and inde- 
t of the latter; but wherever they are attempted to be 
united, the latter forms only an alloy with the pure metal, 
which might hypocritically facilitate its workings, but still re- 

mains impure when worked and acted upon. “ 

. EDITOR. 


> 











TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The letter to, and speech of Charles Phillips are received and shall 
both appear next week with a few additional observations from the 
me - R. Bayley Potts letter is alse received, ber shall spit 

As the subject of the Queen and her. treatment is the prevailing 
topic of discussion, we thought it useless or superfluous to meddle 
with any other political question this week. Nothing particular has 
oceurred at home, but France bids fair to’ excite’ the attention of the 
palitical world, aaah se 
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SEASONABLE MAXIMS. 


PPOPOPIOEIOLPOPON 


« IE that is without Sin, let HTM cast the first Stone at 
HER.”—Jesus Christ, we 


“THOU that teacheth that another shall not Commit 
ADULTERY, dost THOU Commit ADULTERY ?’— 
Paul. ) 

«THE MAN ‘(whether of Royal or Common. nen 


who Seeks to Divorce His Wife, must come into this Cour 
wih CLEAN HANDS,”—Ecclesiastical Judge. 


| eusenietnememantadanll 


Oh! C—tle—r—gh, what shall we do with the above 
maxims, and query, for they are quoted by, even our own 
Bishops and Judges ?— ) 

C—tle—-r—gh ; do?—why turn Harry the Eighth . 


+—— Ah! but the ¢imes are altered, if I do that, I shall 
very soon be like the Good Woman. 





“Do unto others, as you would, that they should do unto 
you-—* Teach Virtue by Example.” ! 











2 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 





, #£ s. d; 
SENS PEE Ge OE TE 
J.C. (Monthly) Oe elk ph 
A few Enemies to Religious Persecution from Wisbeach . 214 0 


bigest oft ps is presented to Mr. Carlile asa gratuitous acknow- 


’ 


tdgment of the purity of his intentions, the integrity of his heart, the 
ess of his judgment; and the nobleness of his* spirit--who dared 
lone to step forth as Truth’s bold champion, in opposition to this dark 
age of wicked malevolence, superstition and hypocrisy, and we do think, 
and much more do.hope, he will yet live to see the downfall of tyranni- 
tule, despotic power, and priestly arrogance; yes, these shall fall at 
He shrine of the pela truth, justice, and humanity; which he has so 
¥.djsseminated amongst mankind. 


| Wop mbscription of U. L. £1. in No, 12, Vol. 2 should have been 
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CONTINUATION OF REPLY TO THE REV. THOS 
HARTWELL HORNE’S PAMPHLET, ENTITLED, 
“ DEISM REFUTED,” &c.—From p.: 252. 


I 


Sacrifices to the Deity is a very ancient custom cries the 
priest, its origin was m time immemorial. Granted: it might 
have been ‘nearly cotemporary with the first existence of 
animals, but so are many other vices which are incident to 
animals. The sacrifice of animals to the Deity, must have 
had its origin at that period when men first imagined that they 
were influenced by, or acted upon by a good and evil spirit. 
It was the result of ignorance, and shall we in an enlightened 

we continue in that grossness of superstition to believe that the 

Deity would have ordered such institutions himself? | Forbid 
it nature. Forbid it humanity.. The first attempts to sacrifice 
might have been the offering of a grateful but ignorant mind. 
Priests were soon ordained as mediators and officiators in ‘this 
rude and original mode of worship, and they, soon finding it 
conducive to their support in idleness, made it obligatory on 
the deluded multitude, , 

This I consider to have been the origin both of priesteraft 
and worship, and what is now in existence is no more than2 
refinement on the first fraud. Millions of human beings, a’ 
well as other animals, have been the victims of this delusion, 
and chiefly infants or young persons of both sexes. For my 
part I see no difference in the savage who destroys his fellow 
for food, and the supposed refined Grecian or Roman, whohas 
destroyed him to appease his deities ; the former is the most 
excusable, for habit and necessity might be urged in his behalf. 
Those, who are conversant with the Bible, will perceive in4 
twin ng» that the main object of the Jewish sacrifites was to 
feed ify the fleshly appetites of the priests ;, for we 
find that they allotted the most choice parts to themselves, and 
were particularly partial to kids, and lambs; and choice birds. 
The Christians, in their attempt to render the Old Testament les 

! have made the sactifice of lambs. in it to be typical of the 
sacrifice of their lamb, or kid, or son of God, and in the first 
rage of Christian fanaticism, we find that some of the wildest 
of those enthusiasts, were in the habit of killing an infant and 
drinking its blood as a type of the blood of the Lamb. whicl 
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yas sacrificed for their sakes*. Oh horrible religion, what 

havoc hast thou made on the earth! Thou art a_ pestilence, 

8, more destructive of life, happiness, and peace, than all other 
pestilences combined ! How justly has Paine observed, that 
4 the Bible has only served to corrupt and brutalize mankind! 
| will go further, and say, that not only the Bible, but every 

species of religion, has that effect, and has had that effect from 

its first invention down to the present time. Where it wears 


as the mask of charity or meekness {ft is the more pernicious, be- 
ht cause there hypocrisy dwells. It is a rust among communi- 
of ties of men, Which corrodes their very vitals, whilst it is stu- 
0 diously upheld as essential to both present and future happi- 
fe ness, Jt is the altar on which we are required by Priests. to 


y sacrifice our reason to him who gave it to us for our guide and 
i iness through life, and without which we are lower than 
d the lowest beast of the field, Priests are the common ene- 
m mies of mankind, religion is the weapon by which we are com- 
d bated and too often conquered. Let us gird on the shield of 
‘ reason, and drive those drones from our hive, Let them no 
| Inger swallow up the profits of our labour, whilst it is scarce 

icient to provide for ourselves. Let us in our turn sacri- 
t fice them to liberty, to humanity, and to reason, upon the altar 
n of Justice. We have been plundered and imposed on long 
ces it is high time, that we should live and act like ra- 
t - beings, and remain no longer the dupes of hypocrisy and 
4] it, 


I proteed with the thirteenth chapter. 

§ a? ’ 

y * And the Lord spake unto Moses saying, Sanctify unto me all the 
y firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of Is- 
; rel, both of man and of beast: it is’: mine. And Moses s:.id unto 
t v4 — 





. 


] At is from this chapter of Rxodus, where the Israelites are instructed 
ot to break a bone of the lamb (although for my part I think that un- 
| itig it is just as bad) that the prophecy has been screwed, which we 

find ‘in the 49th chapter-of the Gospel according to John, as follows:— 
| * Then tame the soldiers, and brake the legs-of the first, and of the other 
. which was crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw 
, he was dead already, they brake not his legs; but one of the sol- 

de with 5 raf pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood 


4 @ that saw it bare record, and his record is true; dnd 


hé kuoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe. For these things 
wert done, that the Scripture should be fulfilled. A bone of him shall 
net be broken,” 1 will leave it to the reader to say, whether he can per- 
the cad ‘thing in the twelfth chapter of Exodus at all connected with 
the crucified Deka allegory out of the question. 
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the le, Remember this day, in which ye came out from E t,on 
of she hous of bondage; for by strength of hand the Lord trong 

ou out from this place; there. shall no leavened bread be eaten, 
This day came ye out in the month Abib. And it shall be when the 
Lord shall bring theé into the land of the Canaanités, and the Hit. 
tites, and the Amorites, and the Hivites, and the Sebusites, whieh 
he sware unto thy fathers to give thee, ‘a land flowing with milk and 
honey, that thou slialt keep this service in this month. Seven days 
thou shalt eat unleavened bread, and in the seventh day shall be 
” feast to the Lord. Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days; and 
there shall no leavened bread be seen with thee, neit!:er shall there 
be jeaven’ seen: with thee in all thy quarters. And thou shalt shew 
thy sonin that day, saying, This is done because of that which the 
Lord did unto me when I canie forth out of Egypt. And it shall be 
for a sign unto thee upon thine hand, and fot a me morial between 
thine eyes, that the Lord’s law may be in thy mouth: for with 2 
strorig hand hath the Lord broaght thee out of Egypt. Thou shalt 
therefore keep this ordinance in his season from year to year. And 
it shall he when the Lord shall bring thee into the land of the Ca- 
haanites, as he sware unto thée and to thy fathers, and shall give it 
thee, That thou shalt set apart utito the Lord all that openeth the 
matrix, and every firstling that cometh of a beast which thou hast; 
the males shall be the Lord’s.. And every firstling of an ass thou 
shalt redeem witha lamb; and.if thou wilt not redeem it, then thou 
shalt breale his neck : and all the firstborn of man among thy clil- 
dren shalt thou redeem. And it shall be when thy son asketh thee 
in time to come, saying, What is this? that thou shalt say unto him, 
By strength of hand the Lord brought us out from Egypt, from the 
house of bondage: Atid it came to pass, when Pharaoh ‘would 
hardly let us go, tliat the Lord slew all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both the firstborn of man, and the firstborn of beast: there- 
fore I sacrifice to the Lord all that openeth the matrix, being males ; 
but all the ‘firstborn of my children f redeem. And it. shall be for 
token upon thine hand; and:for ftontlets between thine eyes : for by 
Strengtli of band the Lord brought us forth out of Egypt. Andit 
came to pass; when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God ‘led 
them not through the way of the land of the Philistines, althougli 
that was near; for God. said, Lest peradventure the people repent 
When they see war, and they return to Egypt: But God led the 
people about, through the way of the witcher ness of the Red Sea: 
und the children of Israel. went up harnessed. out of the land © 
Egypt. And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him: for le 
had straitly sworn the children of Israel, sayinig, God will surely 
visit you; and ye shall-earry up my bones,away hence with you 
And they took their journey from Succoth, :and encamped. in Ethas, 
in the edge of the wilderness... And. the Lord went before them by 
day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way ; and by night m 4 
pillar of-fire;>to give them light; to go by day and night. He took 
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nat away the pillar of the clond by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, 
from before the people.” 


[ shall pass over the order about the use of leavened and 
unleavened bread as frivolous and not worthy of notice, and 
draw the attention of the reader to the middle of the chapter, 
where the Jewish God claims the first born of both man and 
beast, and would have him mark the priestcraft of the follow- 
ing words: “ And. every firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem 
with a lantb; and if thou wilt not redeem it, then thou shalt 
break his neck: and all the first born of man among thy chil+ 
dren shalt thou redeem.” Hete we see the priest would rather 
pick the bones of a lamb than of a young ass: yes, yes, Mr. 
priest, there is no doubt of it. But mark the cruel malignity 
of those villains, if you will not give us a lamb instead of it, 
you must break its neck! Shocking! Yet these very words 
are put into the mouth of the Jewish Dety. 

A little further on we are told that the Jewish God would 
not lead his people through the nearest path to the promised 
land for fear of the Philistines, lest his mighty chosen peo- 
ple should see wat and return to Egypt; so he takes them 
through a circuitous rout, desert and dangerous. How will 
our Christian priests account for this expréssion of timidity on 
the part of their omnipotent Jewish Deity, Let Mr. Horne 
clear up this contradiction and improbability. We are fur- 
ther told, that the Israelites went up harnessed out of Egypt. 
By. this it appears that Moses made beasts of burthen of 
them. ..The pillar of fire and cloud which is here said .to have 
directed them, is nothing more than a pan filled with com- 
bustible matter, and is carried before armies, caravans, &c. in 
thosé Countries as a necessary guide. We know that any 
Combustible matter of an oily nature will burn and give the 
= gen wae of an intense cloud or smoke by day, and that in 

night the flame will be visible, and more distinct than by 
day, The same practice is observed to this day in those parts 
ofthe earth, and. therefore we need not for a moment imagine 
that there wos any thing miraculous in it. 


I proceed with the fourteenth chapter :— 


- ‘And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the chil- 
Gren of Israel, that they turn and encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between 
| and the sea, over against Baal-zephon: before it shall ye en- 
canip by thé sea. For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, they 
areetitangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut them in. And I 
Will harden*Pharaoh’s heart, that he shall fellow after them; and I 
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will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that th 
Egvptians may know that Iam the Lord. And they did so, Andit 
was told thexking of Egypt that the people fled: and the heart of 
Pharaoti and of iis servants was turned against the people, and t 
said, why have we done this, that we have let Israe go from serving 
us?.. Atid he made ready his chariot, and-took his people with him: 
And he took six hundred. chosen chariots; and all the chariots of 
t, and captains over every one of them, And the Lord harden. 
ed the leat of Pharaohking of Egypt, and he pursued after the children 
of Israel: and the children of Israel went» out with an high hand, 
But the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of 
Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them en. 
camping by the sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, before Baal-zephon. And 
when Pharaoh drew nigh, ‘the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, 
and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them ; and they wete soi 
afraid and the children of I:rael cried out ‘unto the Lord. And they 
said unto Moses, because there were no graves’ in’ Egypt, hast thon 
taken us away to die in the wilderness? Wherefore hast thou dealt thus 
with us, ta carry us forth out of Egypt? Is not this the word that 
we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, let us alone, that we may serve the 
Egyptians? For it had been better for ns, to serve the Egyptians, 
than that we should die in the wilderness. .And Moses said, unto 
the people, fear ye not, stand still; and see the. salvation of the 
Lord, which he will show to you to day, for the Egyptians whom he 
have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever. 
The Lord shall fight for you, arid ye shall hold your peace. And the 
Lord said unto Moses, wherefore criest thou wnto mé? speak unto 
_ the children of Israel, that they go forward : But liftthou up thy rod, and 
stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children 
of Israel shall go on dry ground throngh the midst of the sea.’ And 
I, behold, J will harden the hearts of the Egyptians,,and they shall 
follow them ; and 1 will get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all 
his host, ppoe his chariots, and upon his horsemen. _ And the Egyp- 
tians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gotten me, honour 
upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. And the 
angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and 
went behind them ; and the pillar of the cloiid went from before their 
face, and stood behind them: And it came between the camp of 
the Egyptians and the camp of Israél s and/it'was'a cloud and dark 
ness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one 
came not near the other all the night, And Moses stretched out lis 
hand over the sea, and the Lord. cansed, the sea to gd. beck 
by, @ strong east wind. all that, night, and made the se 
dry land, and the waters were divided.. And ‘the . children of 
Israel went into the midst of the sea upon. the dry ground: 
and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and, ov 
their left. And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them 
the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his 
horsemen, it came to pass, thatin the morning watch the Lord 











THE REPUBLICAN. 924 


unto the host of the tians through the pillar of fire and 
ed, and troubled the heat of the Egyptians. And took off 
their chariot wheels, that they drave them heavily : so that the Egyp- 
tiaig said, let us flee from the face of Israel; for the Lord fightetti 
forthem against the Egyptians. And the Lord said unto Moses, 
sreteh out thine-hand over the sea, that thewatersmay come again upon 
the Egyptians, upon their clrariots, and upon their horsemen. And 
Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, und the sea returned 
tohis strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled 
against it ; and the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of:the 
sa, And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and thé 
horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after 
them; there remained not so much as one of them. But the children 
of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and the 
waters were a wall unto them on their right-hand, and on their left: 
Thus the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyp: 
tians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore. And 
Israel saw that great work which the Lord did upon. the Egyptians: 
andthe, people feared the Lord, and believed. the Lord, and his 
servant Moses,’” 

The first thing that strikes us in this chapter is the expres- 
sion put into the mouth of the Jewish Deity, that he will ho- 
nour himself with. the destruction of Pharaoh and his host. 
What honor could an omnipotent being derive from such.a 
measure ? Again I say the Jewish Deity ranks no higher 
than one, of the Roman Emperors who was deified, and not so 
high as.some of them, such as Trajan for instauice, the latter 
possessed humanity; the former is depicted as void of every 
merciful. or ' generous feeling. With réspect to the passage 

the Red Sea, I can only say, that it is a fiction, and 
that’sucha circumstance never did occur. Bacchus and 
Alexander, ‘and others, have been represented as performing 
similar feats, but to those who do not believe this to bea fable, 
all T cat say is, it is high time that they did. To such an in- 
dividual I would say, have you ever seen the course of nature 
perverted im your fife time. The answer must be, no. Nei- 
ther has any other human being that has existed before you, 
and all tales of the‘ contrary~are ‘fictions intended to delude 
and render thee unhappy and distracted with fear. Here we 
have the last death’ of Pharaoh’s horses—we ought to have 
had their last d ing speech too, to complete the’ farce, They 
Would have had a most lamentable ‘tale ‘to tell, ‘and their com., 
plaint'would have been far more grievous than the complaint 
of Balaam’s ass. This last circumstance I presume we mus 
consider a finish to the plagues of Egypt, If any, of my rea~ 
ders can believe in them as related here, [ would say, with 
Dryden, that he must be 
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The unlettered Christian who believes in gross, 
Plods on to Heaven, and ne'er is at a loss, 


And I would entreat:hini to spare himself the pains of folloy. 
ing me any further, as after this I shall have no hopes of him, 
The Israelites even doubted, after we are told that they hai 
witnessed s6 many mifacles, well might we who take it i: 
such a shape and at sucha distance. 
~ J proceed to the fifteenth chapter :—= : 
© 4 Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the 
Lord, and 'spake, saying, I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath 
triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown in 
the sea. ) : 

2 The Lord is my strength and song, and he is become my saln. 
tion: he is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation; my 
father’s'God, and I will exalt him. ° 

3 The Lord is a man of war: the Lord is his name. 

4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea: his nes 





chosen captains also are drowned in the Red sea. . é 
5 The depths have covered them: they sank into the bottom aa wa 

stone. | cal 
6 Thy right hand, O Lord, is become glorious in power : thy right : 

hand, O Lord, hath dashed in pieces the enemy. we 
7 And in the greatness of thine excellency thou hast overthrow 

them that rose up against thee: thou sentest forth thy wrath, which wi 

constimed them as stubble. th 


8 And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were gathered to- p 
gether, the floods stood upriglit as an heap, and the depths were cor 
gealed in the lreart of the sea. | L 
9 The enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, 1 will divide the e 
spoil; my lust shall be satisfied upon them; I will draw my sword, ' 
my hand shall destroy them. | | 
10 Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sca covered them: they 
sank as lead in the mighty waters. | 
1} Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods? who is like | 
thee, orien in holipess, fearful in praises, doing wonders? 
; git hou stretchedst out thy right hand, the earth swallowed 


13 Thou in thy mercy hast led forth ‘the people which thou hast 
ns thou hast guided them in'thy strength unto ‘thy holy be 
n. my < Miler ; 

44 The people shall heat, and be afraid : shall'take holdot 
the inhabitants of Palestina. | i : ! eal 
ajt6 Tien din dukes of Edam shall be amazed: the mighty mene 

nab, mg s hald . : inliabitas 
mee shall “pr away, + epee erect bi 

10 Fear and dread shall fall upon them ; by the greatness of thine 
arm they shall be as still as a stone; till thy ace pass over, 


Lond, till the people pass over, which thou hast purchased. 
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17 Thou shalt bi ing, these in, and plant them in the mountain of 
ihine inberitance, in the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for 
ie to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, QO Lord, which thy hands have 
ae he Lord shall reign for ever and ever. 

19 For the horse of. Pharaoh went in with his chariots and with 
his horsemen into the sea, and the Lord brought again the waters of 
the sea upon them ; but the children of Israel went on dry land in 
the midst of the sea. | 

Nto the 20 ¢ And Miriam the proplietess, the sister of Aaron, took a tim- 
> hath brel in her hand ; and all the women went out after her with timbrels 
D int ad with dances. ; 

21 And Miriam answered them, sing ye to the Lord, for he hath 
triumphed gloriously ; the .horse and his rider hath he thrown into 
the sea. 

22 So Moses brought Isruel from the Red sea, and they went out 
into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilder- 
ness, and found no water. 

93 { And when they came:to Marah, they could not dsink of the 
waters of Marah, for they were bitter: therefore the name of it was 
called Marah. 

24 And the people murmured against Moses, saying, what shall 
we drink ? - é 

25 And he cried unto the Lord; and the Lord shewed him a tree, 
which when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet ;_ 
there he made for them a statute and an ordinance, and there he 








lo proved them, 

bl 26 And said, if thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the 
Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, aud wilt 

he give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put 


u none’of these diseases tipon thee, which I -have brought upon the 
Egyptians: for I am the Lord that healeth thee. 

y 27 {And they came to.Elim, where were twelve wells of water, 

: and threescore and ten palm trees: and they encamped there by the 

| waters.” : : , 


This chapter again contains one of the Songs of the Jewish 
Poets, and bears internal testimony that it was written after 

they had formed something like.an establishment, or govern- 
ment, It is the product.of one of their bards, who has versi- 
fied the fiction of passing the Red Sea. If we take it other- 
Wise, We are presented in the same chapter with the strange 
amomaly of the Israelites dancing and singing for joy, for this 
great deliverance, and immediately fall a murmuring for want 
of Water's ‘but. ‘anomalies ‘are by .no means uncommon in the 
Bible. In the third verse of this chapter, we find the Jewish 
is called a mati of war:—to the reflecting Theist, this 

must certainly be a most impious expression, if intended to be 
applied to him literally as an omnipotent being. In our days, 
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we have seen the whole of the Christian mythology inyoka 
as gods of war;.and a part of the Christian religion is’ jy 
one Christian should pray to his gods to enable him to cut tly 
throat of his brother Pas one reaver of them’ cop. 
quers; he very religiously ascri Victory to his: god. 
On this anes ~ 9, founded that barbarous and ridin 
custom which has been lately abolished in our Courts of Lay, 
namely, the wager of battle, under the notion, that this’ god 
of war, these fighting zods, would proteet the innocent, ‘ani 
cause the guilty to be slain: but thanks 'to the printing pres, 
such stupid notions are fast wearing away ; and out Jridge 
and Crown Lawyers, who are hired and paid to support's- 
perstition, are becoming ashamed of it. 4 

Jn the fourteenth verse, we find the following words :— 
“ The people shall hear, and be afraid: sorrow shall take hold 
on the inhabitants of Palestina.” Now, at the alleged time of 
Moses’s coming out of Egypt, there. was no conntry known 
hy the name of Palestine, and not until the Israelites were 
established in Jerusalem and its neighbourhood. Again, in 
the next verse :—‘‘ Then the Dukes of Edom shall be amaze; 
the mighty men of Moab; trembling shall take hold upon 
them; all the inhabitgnts of Canaan shall-melt away.” itis 
evident that this was written after the tradition was common, 
of the progress of the Israelites from Egypt to the land of Ca- 
naan. In the seventeeth verse, we have the following words: 
.— * Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mout- 
tain of thine inheritance, in the place, O Lord, which thou 
hast made for thee to dwell in, in, the Sanctuary, O Lord, 
which thy hands have established’. Now, in the. order. ja 
which this chapter: stands in the book of Exodus, it is intend- 
ed) that we: should, understand this song to have been an ex 
tempore effusion, immediately on the Israelites coming out/of 
the Red Sea, and witnessing the destruction of Pharaoh and 
his ‘army ; but from this last quoted’ verse,’ it is' evident, ‘thi! 
it was written after the building of ‘the Tabernacle} of the 
Temple ; for, in the order of time in which the song stands, 
the Israelites had neither Ark nor Tabernacle. In the twen- 
tieth verse, we have a mention of Miriam; the prophetess, the 
sister of Aaron. I would. caution the reader, that. the words 
prophet and prophetess, which we shall often find .as we pro 
ceed through the Bible, have no other meaning, | neither were 
they originally intended to convey any other meaning, than 
we have in the words poet or poetess. ‘Their. effusions were 
comments in verse on and passing events; ‘and had no re- 
lation whatever to the uture, further than we might he in the 
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habit of drawing an inference from passing events, and the 
experience of the past, of what would be likely to ensue from 
them in future. J shall have further occasion to touch upon 
this subject. ‘ 

Jn the twenty-third verse, we find, that the Israelites came 
toa place called Marah, where. there were. none. but: bitter 
waters, and that they murmured to Moses, who cut downa 
tree, cast. it into the water, and made it sweet. The word 
Marah itself has no, other meaning than bitter waters; and 
those who have read the allegorical progress of the pilgrim, to 
the promised land, as written by John Bunyan, will be best 
able to unriddle this pilgrimage of the Israelites, : 

I proceed with the sixteenth chapter :— : 

« And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congrega< 
tionrof the children of Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which 
is between Elim aud Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month 
after their departing out of the land of Egypt. And the whole con- 
stegation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron 
in the wilderness ; And the children of Israel said unto them, would 
to God we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, 
when we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the full : 
for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole 
assembly with hunger. Then said the Lord unto Moses, behold, I 
will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and 
gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove them, whether they 
will walk in my law, or no, And it shall come to pass, that on the 
sixth day they shall prepare that which they bring in; and it shall be 
twice as much as they gather daily. And Moses and Aaron said 
re the children of Israel, at even, then ye shall know that the 
Lord hath brought you out from the land of Egypt: Aid in the 
morning, then ye shall see the glory of the Lord ; for that he heareth 
your murmutings against the Lord: and what are we, that ye mur- 
mar against us? And Moses said, this shall be, when the Lord shal 
Hate the evening flesh to eat, and in the morning bread to the 

; for thatthe Lord heareth your murmurings which ye murmur 
against him: gnd what are we? your murmurings are uot against us, 
but against the Lord. And Moses spake unto Aaron, say unto all 
the congregation of the children of Israel, come near before the Lord; 
nh hath beard your murmurings. And it came to pass, as Aaron 

€ unto tlie whole congregation of the children of Israel, that they 
looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the Lord 
appeared in the cléud. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, I 
¥¢ lieard'the niurmutings of the children of Israel: speak unto them, 
saynig; ‘at even ye shall éat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled 
with bread;:and ye shall know that I am the Lord your God. And 
weame to pass, that at even the quails came up, and covered the 
camp; and in the morning the dew lay round about the host. And 
When the dew that. lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the 
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wilderness there lay a small round thing, as.small as the boar frost oy 
ihe ground. And hen th biden of lve! saw it they si 
to another, itis manna: for they wist not “what it'was. And Mos; 
said-unto them, this is the bread which the Lord hath given You to 
eat. This is the thing which the Lord -hath commanded; gather of i 
every man aecording to-his eating, an omer for every man, according 
to the number of-your persona; take ye every man for them which 
are id his {erits, afid the clildfén of fsrael did so; and gathered wie 
more, some less, And when they. did mete it with an omer, he that 
thered much had nothing over, and hethat gathered little had no inch. 
they gathered every man aceording to Liscating. And Moses said, let 
no man leave of it till the morning, , Notwithstanding they hearkened 
not unto Moses; but some of them left of it_until the morning, and it 
bred worms, and stank: and Moses was wroth with them. And they 
gathered it every morning, every map according to his cating; ani 
when the sun waxed hot, it melted. And it :canie to. pass, that on 
the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, two omers for one 
man: and al the rulers of the congregation came and told Moses, 
And he said unto them, this is that which the Lord hath said, to mor. 
row is the rest of the haly sabbath unto the Lord: bake that which 
ye will bake to day, and seethe that ye will seethe; aud that whic) 
temaitieth over lay up for you to be kept-until the morning, And 
they Iaid it up til] the morning, as Moses bade: and it did not stink, 
neither was there any worm therein. And Moses said, eat that ta 
; for to day is a sabbath unto the Lord: td day ye shali-not find 
in the field. Six days ye shall gather #; buton the seventh day, 
which is the sabbath, in it-there shall be none, And it came to pass, 
that there wént out some of the peaple.on the seventh day for. to 
ther, and they found none. And the. Lord said unto Moses, ter 
ong. refuse ye to keep my commandments and, my Taws?, See, 
for that the Lord hath given you the sabbath, therefore he giveth you 
on the sixth day the bread af two days} abide ye every man in fi 
place, let no man go out of his place ‘on the seventh day, So ‘the 
people rested on the seventh day. “And the house of Israel called the 
nate thereof Manna: and it was like coriander seed, white ; andthe 
taste of it was like wafers made with honey. | And. Moses said, thisis 
the thing which the Lord commandeth, fill‘an: omer of.it.to be hep! 
ca 


for your generations ; that they may see.the-bread wherewith I have 
fed you.in the wilderness, when I brought: you forth from the Fendvl 
Pt , And Moses said unto Aaron, take a pot,. and put an omer 
fyll of mayna therein, and lay it up before the Ford, to | Kept for 
your genérations. _ As the Lord commanded Mosés, so Aaron laid it 
wp before fe tstinony, to be kept. Aid the children of Israel did ett 
wanna forty years, antl they came to a land infrabited ; they «id eat 
manna, until they came unto the borders-of thie Tand of Canaan. ‘Now 
an omer is the tenth part of an ephah. “* aa t 


(To. be: Continued.) 
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